THE MASTER AND CHAITANYAISM

centre of his thoughts, so to say. It is astonishing how
Vijaykrishna could manage to feed the mouths of so many
people in the camp and, over and above, practise so much
charity. By imbibing the spirit of Chaitanya, who had
withdrawn the name of Govinda Ghosh for storing up
the remnant of Haritaki fruit, Vijaykrishna looked
upon storing things for the morrow as grossest worldliness.
From the time of his missionary activities for the Sama],
Vijaykrishna had nothing to live on, save the grace of
God. In the Mela camp, he spent away most unhesitatingly
whatever came into his hands as the gracious gift of God
during the day. The unbelievers laughed in their sleeves
at what they called the unthinking improvidence of the
Master day after day. Invariably rich presents came from
some quarters, and this benign dispensation seemed to
those unbelievers to be next to miraculous. Every day
in the camp, the morning routine was followed as usual ;

every heart seemed full, and nobody had time to give his
thoughts to meals. And just before noon, after which
Vijaykrishna never took his meals, offerings came to the
joy of all, and the camp resounded with loud thanksgiving
to the Bountiful Father, dispensing all affairs from above.
For two days a particular gentleman brought presents for
him. On the second day, Vijaykrishna asked him not
to repeat this practice any more, for it was contrary to
the law of Sannyas. At this unbelievers chuckled. There
was the mist-wraith of doubts and fears before them. But
the next day, just before noon, the Master and his disciples
were invited to a Mahotsab, and they were all entertained
most hospitably.

The Mela over, there took place the pathetic incident
of leave-taking. To the eye-witnesses, the sweet pathos
of the scene was unforgettable. One of the disciples of
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